The subject which I propose for our consideration this evening is a complication of labour that is generally called "Accidental Haemorrhage."
I have chosen it partly because it is a dangerous, although, happily a rare, complication ; but chiefly because there are some points relating to it of which our knowledge is still somewhat uncertain and imperfect. I proper uterine contraction, and guard against the occurrence of post partum haemorrhage, a very small amount of which may prove fatal to a patient who has already lost a large quantity of blood. In conclusion, I may say that in the majority of cases of accidental haemorrhage, it will be sufficient to control the bleeding by rupturing the membranes; after this the rest of labour may be left to nature: but in the minority of cases, which are more severe, and accompanied with greater prostration and greater want of uterine power, it will be necessary to terminate the labour artificially.
In selecting the best mode of accomplishing this, the safety of the mother is the first, indeed I may say the only, consideration ; that of the child is already compromised by the haemorrhage to such an extent, and the chance of saving its life is so extremely small, that the accoucheur would be justified in resorting even to craniotomy (as recommended by Dr. Robert Lee in such cases), if he thought that he could thereby deliver the mother with less shock, with greater ease, and therefore with greater safety.
